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May 12, 2025
Healthcare programs are lifelines, not line items, urge patient groups

Washington, D.C. — Today 40 non-profit, non-partisan organizations issued a statement in advance of
the House Energy & Commerce and Ways & Means Committee markups asking them to stop assaults on
healthcare that will make patients collateral damage. Our groups have repeatedly urged Congress against
cuts that will terminate healthcare for millions and compromise the integrity and affordability of the
Marketplace.

“As organizations representing millions of patients with serious and chronic health conditions, we are
deeply alarmed by the anticipated actions of two key House committees, including devastating Medicaid
cuts and the proposed codification of policies included in the “Marketplace Integrity and Affordability”
proposed rule. The codification of this rule will erode the quality of coverage sold on the marketplaces
and erect barriers for those seeking marketplace coverage. The combined impact of just these two
proposals has the potential to push millions out of Medicaid and the marketplace during a time when
they are already struggling to afford soaring healthcare costs.

“Despite repeated public assertions that people who rely on Medicaid would not be harmed as a result
of these policy proposals, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has confirmed our worst


https://www.protectcoverage.org/siteFiles/50764/050525%20PPC%20Cuts%20to%20Medicaid%20Letter%20to%20Congress.pdf
https://www.protectcoverage.org/siteFiles/50693/04%2011%2025%20PPC%20Program%20Integrity%20Comments.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/19/2025-04083/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-marketplace-integrity-and-affordability

fears: the math does not work without steep cuts to Medicaid. The policies put forward by the Energy
and Commerce Committee would terminate health coverage for at least 13.7 million people, including
low-income working adults, Medicare beneficiaries, children, people with disabilities, and patients with
complex health conditions. The proposals put forward by the Ways & Means Committee will only add to
the problem.

“Medicaid and the ACA are not line items in a budget—they are literally lifelines for the patients we
serve. Legislation released this week by both Committees would not only pile on additional layers of red
tape for patients and their providers but also increase administrative costs for states that must
implement these program changes.

“Further, efforts to parse who is deserving of care and who is not, will wreak havoc on the lives of the
patients we represent. Patients with chronic diseases have no uniform experience; but each one is
deserving of care. If these cuts become law, it will mean fewer doctors, fewer treatments and fewer
resources for the people who need them most. Millions stand to lose coverage entirely, while cash-
strapped states will be left scrambling to fill impossible funding gaps.

“These threats, combined with the pending ACA tax credit cliff, would turn existing cracks in coverage
into gorges, hitting low and moderate-income patients and families hardest. At a time when costs for
American households are already stretched to the breaking point, we cannot afford to rip away any
pathway to high-quality, affordable coverage.

“We urge congressional leaders to reject these cruel and reckless policies. Now is the time to protect the
health and economic security of the American people — not take away the care they need to survive.”
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